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1.
ACTIVITIES
AT IL PELLICANO



1.1 Pelliclub Health & Beauty Center



Our Pelliclub Health & Beauty Center 
offers you a wide range of exquisite body 
and facial treatments, which are the result 
of our partnership with Officina Profumo 
Farmaceutica di Santa Maria Novella 1   
and the new one with Biologique 
Recherche 2  for the most advanced facial 
treatments. 

Pelliclub means relax, care and wellness 
with our steam bath Calidarium, a 
hairdressing salon and our fitness center 
3  which overlooks the sea and features 
a cardio fitness area with the latest 
generation of Technogym machines.

For our sophisticated guests we also have 
an exclusive boutique 4 , a bijoux showcase 
of Italian and international creativity. 

Else, don’t miss the chance to meet Master 
Van Spall, a spiritual guide, certified 
master in the art of Qi Gong healing.  
He will be at the hotel from June 10th 
to 17th, to promote physical well-being, 
spiritual growth, and emotional healing.

1 2
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1.1 Pelliclub Health & Beauty Center



1.2 Beach Club



Waterski 1

Our hotel dinghy 3  is available for 
waterski. Our staff will be glad to assist 
you. Departure from our beach.

Stand Up Paddle 2

S.U.P. boards are available for rent at the 
beach.

1.2 Beach Club

PRICES
Waterski with our Hotel dinghy
1 hour: € 200,00 / 30 min: € 100,00
Dinghy Trip
1 hour: € 200,00
Half day (3 hours trip): € 500,00
S.U.P.
1st hour complimentary
From 2nd hour: € 35,00 each add. hour

Trips to the nearby islands 
We will be delighted to help you figure out 
which of our boats will best suit your needs 
and which nearby islands to explore. 
Our chef can prepare a personalized picnic 
basket for lunch or reserve a table at one of 
the ‘catch-of-the-day’ fish restaurants in one 
of the islands’ harbors.
See sec. 7, for our complete boat rental offer.

1 2
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1.3 Tennis



Il Pellicano outdoor tennis court 1  2  is 
always available for those guests who 
want to play by themselves or who are 
willing to learn.
Upon availability, we can also offer 
customised private lessons with an 
expert tennis Pro.
Equipment is available at the Reception 
Desk without any charge.

Whether you are interested in playing 
a tennis match or in taking a lesson, our 
Pro will be happy to assist you! 

For reservations ask our Guest Relations 
team.
Court available for our guests upon 
reservation.

Tennis Lesson: € 120,00

1.3 Tennis

1
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1.4 Cooking and Cocktail Master Classes



Enrich your gastronomical passion during 
your stay with us by joining our cooking 
classes or learning more about cocktails 
and liquors at our bar.

Cooking Class*
Michelino Gioia 1 , Chef of Il Pellicano 
and Pelligrill Restaurants, will teach you 
how to prepare some typical everyday 
local recipes. Classes are held in the 
kitchen between 10:00 a.m. till 11.30 
a.m. upon request and availability. While 
cooking you will be served wine and 
invited to taste what you are preparing.
Cocktail Masterclass 2 *
This is your chance to learn techniques 
and secrets, to know the stories behind 
the classic and legendary cocktails and 
test your creativity. Our barman Federico 
Morosi will guide you through this 
fascinating world and on your next party 
you will be able to impress your guests! 
At the end of the class you will receive 
your Pellican Barman Certificate and a 
voucher for a complimentary drink.

*Classes are held during low season, 
upon availability

1.4 Cooking and Cocktail Master Classes

1 2

PRICES

Cooking Class: € 150,00 per person
Cocktail Class: € 110,00 per person



1.5 Wine Tasting



At Il Pellicano you can enjoy a special 
wine tasting in our wine cellar La Cantina 
offering 2.000 labels 1 .

Our experienced sommelier will guide you 
through the authentic Italian and Tuscan 
flavor to let you enjoy and understand 
the territory and the quality that makes 
the difference. You can choose among 
our Viaggio in Toscana*, a tasting of four 
selected Tuscan wines (Morellino, Chianti, 
Nobile di Montepulciano and Brunello) 
or prefer Viaggio in Italia* and discover 
4 top Italian labels from Lombardy, Friuli, 
Campania and Piedmont.

1.5 Wine Tasting

PRICES

Viaggio in Toscana: € 75,00 per person
Viaggio in Italia: € 100,00 per person

*Wine tastings are held from 5pm to 6pm 
and combined with cold cuts, local cheese 
and bruschetta. Up to 4 people.
Advance reservation required.

1



2.
WALKS AND 
DAY TRIPS



2.1 Le Cannelle walk

At Il Pellicano we are very lucky to be 
surrounded by the pristine natural beauty 
of the Monte Argentario. The southern 
tip of the peninsula between Il Pellicano 
and Le Cannelle beach is wild, stunning, 
and traffic-free — perfect for walking and 
exploring on foot.

This is an easy walk that can be done by 
anyone who is reasonably fit. 
The route follows a gravel road past 
the Avoltore and Ciana Towers 1 , with 
spectacular views of the coastline and 
the islands of Giannutri and Giglio in the 
distance across the water. 

2

Walk distance
6.5km

Ascent/descent
200m up / 250m down

Difficulty level
Easy-Intermediate / Beginner 

You will pass through lush Mediterranean 
vegetation, vineyards and olive groves 
before descending to the beach at Le 
Cannelle — and a refreshing swim!

At Le Cannelle you can chill and sunbathe 
on the beach, gaze at the island of Isola 
Rossa 2  in the bay, and have a snack at 
the beach-club bar. And then maybe sip 
a cocktail while you wait for Il Pellicano’s 
dinghy to come pick you up — and speed 
you across the sea back to the hotel. 

1



2.2 Monte Argentario walk

This a more challenging walk for guests 
who are fit and exercise/hike regularly, 
have some experience with map-reading/
orientation, and are looking for a full-day 
hike. 

The route starts at the Forte Stella  
(on the road to Il Pellicano), climbs all the 
way to the top of the Monte Argentario 1  
near the radio antennas, and then goes 
along a high ridge before descending to 
the Convent of the Passionisti. 
You will follow paths and dirt roads 
through the forest, mountainbike tracks, 
and a tarmac road along the ridge at 
the top. The views are awesome, with 

1 2

Walk distance
11.5km

Ascent/descent
500m up / 300m down

Difficulty level
Difficult / Advanced 

*You can reserve in advance a pick 
up transfer to come back to the Hotel 

viewpoints 2  overlooking Giglio Island 
and the Tuscan Archipelago on the one 
side, and the Orbetello Lagoon and the 
Tuscan coast on the other. Fantastico!

At the Convent of the Passionisti, the 
end-point of the walk, there is a bar/
restaurant where you can have a snack 
— or a celebratory cold beer — while you 
wait for the car transfer* to take you 
back to Il Pellicano.



2.3 Capalbio day-trip

Only 45 minutes drive from Il Pellicano 
is the lovely town of Capalbio 1  — an 
excellent day-trip destination for hotel 
guests who want to do some independent 
local exploring. The excursion combines 
mind-blowing art, Maremma wine-
tasting, a cool foodie joint, and an 
optional hike on Capalbio’s Monteti hill.

A visit to Capalbio can’t miss the Tarot 
Garden sculpture park 2  — artist Niki 
de Saint Phalle’s dazzling monumental 
sculptures that sprawl over half a 
hillside outside town. It has to be seen 
to be believed! Next stop, terroir:  
Il Pellicano Team has put together a wine-
route of three local producers, where 
guests can sample a selection of the best 
local wines — Monteverro, Il Ponte and 
Tenuta Monteti. When you get hungry, 
head into Capalbio for a stroll around 
the old town walls, and lunch at the 
foodie haven (and upstairs art gallery) 
Il Frantoio. 

1

1 Optional walk distance
7 km

Ascent/descent
300m up / 300m down

Difficulty level
Intermediate / Medium 

Lastly — to compensate for the eating 
and drinking — go for a beautiful circular 
hike up and around Monteti hill behind 
Capalbio. The route starts and ends in 
town and can be done by anyone who 
likes to hike and is reasonably fit. There 
are great views of the Tuscan coast (see 
if you can spot Il Pellicano!) from the top 
of the hill.



2.4 Pitigliano day-trip

The town of Pitigliano 1  is only a 1.5 
hour drive from Il Pellicano — for guests 
wanting to explore independently 
deeper into the Tuscan interior, this 
is a fascinating off-the-beaten-track 
adventure. This excursion combines 
Etruscan tombs, dramatic landscapes, an 
amazing wine cellar, an optional hike in 
the mysterious “Vie Cave”, and a soak in 
the thermal hot springs.

Pitigliano is the heart of Tuscany’s 
Etruscan area, a region of deep 
river gorges, volcanic tufa rock, and 
dramatic hilltop towns. The Il Pellicano 
itinerary starts in Pitigliano’s old town, 
with its ancient history, quirky shops, 
Bianco di Pitigliano wine, and a highly 
recommended traditional trattoria. For 
active guests, there’s a cool optional hike 
from Pitigliano to Sassotondo Winery, via 
a mysterious “Via Cava” path built by the 
Etruscans — an amazing experience. 

Optional walk distance
5 km

Ascent/descent
150m up / 150m down

Difficulty level
Easy-Intermediate / Beginner 

The wine-tasting at Sassotondo, a small 
family-run organic producer, includes 
checking out their unusual cellar — an 
undergound chamber at the end of 
a deep tunnel carved out of the rock. 
Next stop: the village of Sovana 2 , with 
its impressive Etruscan tomb complex 
and Romanesque cathedral. Lastly, on 
the way back to Il Pellicano, stop at the 
thermal hot springs in Saturnia 3  for a 
soak before you head back to the coast 
— the perfect way to round off your day-
trip.

1
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3.
SPORTS



3.1 Horseback riding 



For those who prefer a closer contact 
with the wild nature of Maremma, we can 
organize rides on horse back with expert 
guides. 1

Horse riding is open to everyone, experts 
and beginners. Here are two of the 
itineraries that can be organized:

- A very nice excursion is the route to 
the farm “La Parrina” 2 , going through 
olive groves, vineyards, Mediterranean 
wood, watching the amazing view on 
the seaside, Monte Argentario and the 
islands.
Once you arrive at La Parrina farm you 
can visit it and discover the products of 
Maremma: wine, cheese, olive oil, fruits 
and vegetables.

- Another interesting excursion is to the 
WWF Oasis of the lagoon of Orbetello 
3 . in Patanella. A charming walk, during 
which it is possible to watch various 
species of aquatic birds and fish of the 
lagoon of Orbetello.

1

2

3

3.1 Horseback riding

TIPS

Wine tastings at “La Parrina”
www.parrina.it

WWF Oasis of the Lagoon of Orbetello
in Patanella



3.2 Golf & Polo



For the fans of golf, there is The 
Argentario Golf Club 1  2 , just 15 minutes 
by car from Il Pellicano. The Argentario 
Golf Club hosts some of the most 
important golf tournaments in Tuscany 
and Italy, features 18 panoramic holes 
for a total of 6,218 metres and par 71. 
The Orbetello Lagoon, the sea and the 
hillside offer a beautiful panorama and 
create a microclimate that allows golf to 
be played at any time of the year. 

The Argentario Polo Club 3  is just 20 
minutes by car from Il Pellicano. The 
polo field and the stables are in classic 
“Maremma Toscana” countryside with a 
wonderful view of the sea located in the 
middle of a golf court of 18 holes.

1

2 3

3.2 Golf & Polo



3.3 Water Sports



Kitesurf and Windsurf 1  
In Talamone, 30 minutes by car from the 
hotel, you can attend kite surfing or wind 
surfing courses with expert teachers.

Diving 2  
Monte Argentario and the surrounding 
area have spectacular seabeds. We 
can organize scuba diving around the 
peninsula, in Giannutri and Giglio Island.

Please ask our Guest Relations team 
for more information and to organize a 
personalized tour.

3.3 Water Sports

1 2



3.4 Cycling



CYCLING
39 km Panoramic road 
In Argentario, for those who enjoy mountain 
biking, are very fit and not faint hearted, 
there is the stunning 39 km panoramic road 
around the peninsula, 4 km of which are on 
a rough track with a number of potholes! It 
is well worth the effort, though, as the views 
are quite spectacular.
Feniglia
For those who prefer gentler bicycling, lovely 
rides can be had on the flat sun baked earth 
roads in the shade of the Mediterranean 
pines on the Feniglia outside Porto Ercole. 
No cars are allowed on the Feniglia and 
you can bicycle all the way to Ansedonia, a 
distance of 8 km. Bicycles can be hired at 
the start of the Feniglia.

3.4 Cycling
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4.
A DAY WITH 
OLIVER RAMPLEY



Oliver Rampley is founder of Altana  
Europe, Florence-based creators of 
stunning and unique experiences based 
around bird watching, fishing or conser-
vation management.

Oliver is a committed ornithologist with 
an avid interest in the fauna of Italy 
and Spain. Oliver has led bird watching  
excursions at sites including the Oasi di 
Burano wetlands and Monte Argentario 
peninsula (Tuscany, Italy); the lowland 
sierras of Ronda and Cadiz; the foothills 
of Grazalema Natural Park; the wetlands 
of Doñana National Park (Andalusia, 
Spain). He has hosted wildlife watching 
trips based around observation of spe-
cific species, including Iberian lynx and   
Beceite ibex.

Oliver Rampley’s professional profile

As a professional fisherman, Oliver has 
over 20 years diverse experience, gained 
predominately in England, Italy and 
Spain. He is part of the Sage International 
Pro Guide Team, and guides in fresh or 
salt water. 
Fishing and wildlife have taken Oliver on 
real adventures, from the Rufigi river in 
the Tanzanian jungle, to unnamed islands 
in the Arctic Circle and the outermost 
saltwater flats of Seychelles.

Feature length articles on Oliver’s work 
as a guide have been published in How 
to Spend It,  British GQ, Financial Times 
Weekend (2014 and 2018), Country Life, 
Shooting Times, Fly-Fishing and Fly-Tying 
and Fly Fishers’ Journal, along with local 
and national Italian newspapers.

www.altanaeurope.com



Fishing by boat 1  along the coastline 
of the Argentario peninsula. A fun and 
exciting introduction to sea fishing in the 
Mediterranean. Methods and outcome 
are very dependent on conditions 
(weather and season), but most trips 
result in the capture of multiple fish of 
different species. The recommended 
tactics are trolling (‘pesca a traina’) 2  
with one or two rods, or spinning. Fly 
fishing (‘pesca a mosca’) for barracuda 
and species of seabream is possible with 
correct conditions.

Core target species: yellowmouth 
barracuda, barracuda, bluefish, goldline, 
seabass, dentex, bonito, mahi mahi 
(presence of some species depends on 
season)

4.1 Chartered coastal fishing

Duration of the trip
5 to 6 hours

Participants are provided with 
comprehensive specialist tackle and 
equipment. Meet point before the trip is 
Porto Ercole harbour.

Fees 
For rates and availability contact our 
Guest Relations Team at 
guest@pellicanohotels.com

1

2



4.2 Coastal birdwatching

1

Birdwatching in beautiful protected oases, wetlands and ‘maquis’ 
(evergreen Mediterranean coastline) in the Maremma region. 
A fun, tuitional introduction to birdwatching and the birds 
of the region, both resident and migratory. Introduces par-
ticipants to the basics of bird identification - e.g. songbirds, 
waterbirds, raptors - and how to use high-specification op-
tics, such as scopes or digiscopes. Discusses the behaviour of 
core species and introduces the phenomenon of long-distance  
migration. Participants also learn about the presence and  
behaviour of other wildlife, including wild boar, porcupine and 
wolf.

Duration of the trip
5 to 6 hours

Participants are provided with state-of-the-art optics,  
e.g. Leica, Swarovski Optik, Opticron, Zeiss 

Meet point before the trip is either a private villa outside 
Capalbio or Porto Ercole harbour. If the meet point is Porto 
Ercole, the transfer is approximately 30 minutes each way

Fees 
For rates and availability contact our Guest Relations Team at 
guest@pellicanohotels.com



5.
ARGENTARIO 
EXCURSIONS



1

5.1 Porto Ercole

1 The picturesque town of Porto Ercole 1  
with its thriving tourist harbour lies on 
the eastern coast of Monte Argentario 
and is dominated by the massive Spanish 
forts.
The nearby marina of Cala Galera 
attracts large numbers of yachts and 
pleasure boats with its excellent facilities.
In the thirteenth century Porto Ercole has 
been property first of the Aldobrandeschi 
and then of the Orsini families, before 
falling to the Senese Republic in 1415. 
Under the Stato dei Presidi it formed 
the mainstay of the peninsula’s defence 
system with its imposing military forts.

In July 1610, after a tempestuous period 
in South of Italy, Caravaggio 2  , in order 
to obtain the clemency by the Pope Paolo 
V for his sentence of death, wanted to 
deliver as gifts his artworks, including 
Saint John the Baptist and David with 
the Head of Goliath for the Cardinal 
Scipione Borghese. The works were 
lost after Caravaggio bound for Rome, 
stepped off a two-masted felucca at the 
nearby port of Palo, and was mistakenly 

arrested. As the ship set sail to Porto 
Ercole with his canvases on board, he 
was released from prison. The painter 
Michelangelo Merisi raised anchor to 
Porto Ercole, but he felt ill, probably 
because of the malaria. He died in the 
old hospital “Santa Maria Ausiliatrice” 
on 18 July 1610. Today it is possible 
to commemorate the famous painter 
among the masoleum in the centre of 
Porto Ercole, where from a little window 
you can see his bones fragments.2



Thanks to its privileged geographic 
position and to its morphological 
richness in bays and creeks, Argentario 
promontory has always been a safe 
berthing for the ancient sailing people. 
It is quite likely that the Phoenician 
navigators settled down on the Southern 
coast, where nowadays lie Porto 
Ercole and Feniglia Beach, and in fact 
the latter’s toponym seems to have a 
Phoenician origin. Also Etruscan people, 
established in the surroundings in a great 
part of Maremma, seem to have visited 
Argentario and take advantage of its 
beauties, comforts and fruits.
However Argentario’s history comes 
to be better known as Romans took 
the Etruscan place in ruling in Etruria. 
Romans showed a great interest for 
Argentario and its vicinity, for the beauty 
of the places, but above all for their 
closeness to Rome. A rich and powerful 
family, the Domizi Enobarbis, settled 
down in Argentario, precisely in Santa 
Liberata, where they built a sumptuous 
villa on the coast. The actual name of 
the promontory is to be found for the first 

5.2 History of Monte Argentario
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1. Filippo Fortress
2. Rocca Fortress in Porto Ercole
3. S. Caterina Fortress
4. Stella Fortress
5. Avvoltore Tower
6. Ciana Tower
7. Cannelle Tower
8. Maddalena Tower
9. Capo d’Uomo Tower
10. Cala Piatti Tower
11. Cala Moresca Tower
12. Lividonia Tower
13. Spanish Fortress in Porto S. Stefano
14. Argentiera Tower
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5.2 History of Monte Argentario

beforehand commissioned induced Siena 
to change leader of this concession. 
Unfortunately, those who followed could 
not administrate Argentario in the proper 
way, and unattended as well as Morosini 
the built of fortifications against corsairs 
overrunning in the Mediterranean, and 
in 1542 Porto Ercole was entirely sacked 
by the incursions of Khair Ad-Din, aka 
Barbarossa. In the same period the 
Italian wars between French and Spanish 
influenced directly Monte Argentario, 
as the Spanish, after the surrender of 
Siena, the fall of Florentine Republic and 
the restoration of the Medicean family, 
ceded the town of Siena together with all 
its possessions to Cosimo I, reserving for 
themselves the properties of Orbetello 
and Monte Argentario up to Talamone, 
which will be jointed together as Stato dei 
Reali Presidi in 1557 by Filippo II.
Filippo II started his ruling role by building 
many fortifications against Turkish attacks. 
Therefore he decided to built some 
fortresses in Porto Ercole, beginning 
with Forte Filippo, named after the king’s 
name, built on the homonymous hill 

time in a short poem of 416 DC by Latin 
poet Rutilio Namaziano.
After he was crowned “Holy Roman 
Emperor” by Leo III, Charles donated 
Monte Argentario together with 
Orbetello, Cosa and Feniglia to the 
Abbey of Tre Fontane (Ad Aquas Salvias).
At the end of 13th century, this territory 
became a concession to a powerful 
Sienese feudal family, the Aldobrandeschi. 
In many Papal bulls of that time Porto 
Ercole is often reminded as a possession, 
but it seems that there are no hints at all 
for what concerns Porto Santo Stefano.
In 1414, after a period of occupation by 
the king of Naples Ladislao, Siena came 
once again to be ruling over Argentario, 
this time taking real care of the safety 
of the promontory. The Venetian Agnolo 
Morosini gained the concession of this 
territory with the condition-obligation to 
set a fortification system on it. 
Argentiera tower, only one built by the 
Sienese among all the other Spanish 
ones, was built in 1442, but the non-
fortification of Porto Ercole and 
Morosini’s withdrawal from the tasks 



5.2 History of Monte Argentario 

domination. After about 20 years spent 
in relative tranquillity, Austria would 
lose these territories during the Polish 
war of succession. The 1738 treatise of 
Vienna decreed the cession of Stato 
dei Presidi to the Spanish Bourbon 
family, later Bourbons of Naples. The 
Hispanic-Bourbonist rule over Stato 
dei Presidi ceased in 1815, with the 1815 
treatise of Vienna , when the French 
gained possession of the whole Tuscany, 
and put as a governor of Presidi the 
Lorena Dynasty, grand dukes of Tuscany. 
During these historic events, Porto S. 
Stefano had gained such a power, both 
economic and demographic, that in 
1842, Leopoldo II of Lorena detached 
Argentario from Orbetello, forming two 
distinct communities and Porto S. Stefano 
became the chief town of Argentario. The 
final historic act of this promontory took 
place in March 1860, when Tuscany voted 
in favour of its annexation to Regno di 
Sardegna and therefore to Regno d’Italia.

dividing Porto Ercole from Cala Galera 
and whose construction was finished by 
Camerini in 1563. La Rocca is the widest 
military fortress of Argentario, built on 
the top of a hill facing Monte Filippo; 
Forte Stella, so-names after its star-
like shape, was built mainly as a sighting 
outpost, on the ruins of an old pre-
existing fortress, and Forte S. Caterina, 
an auxiliary fortress to Forte Filippo. In 
Porto S. Stefano, at the very centre of the 
actual town we can find the Fortezza, a 
military construction of high levels, whose 
construction was completed during the 
first years of 17th century. But we shall 
not forget to mention all those sighting 
towers, located all along the coast, from 
the Northern to the Southern side of the 
promontory, such as Torre Avoltore, Torre 
Ciana, Torre delle Cannelle, Torre di 
Cala Piatti, Torre Lividonia. The Spanish 
domination on Argentario ceased in 
1714, as a consequence of the Spanish 
succession war and the consequent 
treatises of Utrecht and Rastadt (1713 and 
1714).
Stato dei Presidi came under Austrian 



As far as military architecture is concerned, many are the 
historical events regarding this southern Tuscan promontory. In 
805 it was mentioned as a possession belonging to the Roman 
Tre Fontane Abbey; later on, Argentario came to be within the 
patrimonies of an ancient Sienese family, the Aldobrandeschi 
counts. As a matter of fact, our promontory was ruled by the 
Sienese Republic and afterwards by the Spanish, when Philip II 
jointed it to the Stato dei Presidi. Between 15th and 17th century, 
period of Sienese and Spanish governorship, Argentario was 
endowed with defensive fortification, be it towers, fortresses or 
outposts in many 500 treatises, Argentario is often mentioned 
for its strategic location and regarded as the most qualified 
place in all Italy where to build a fortified town.

5.3 Towers and Fortresses

Rocca Fortress in Porto Ercole 
The “Rocca”, or Santa Barbara Fortress, is the largest military 
construction of Argentario. It has an irregular shape to fit 
perfectly the hill of which it was founded. Its total area reaches 
26,000 square metres, of which about 14,500 are part of the 
stately fencing-walls. The internal buildings cover an area of 
1,720 square metres and the open-air surface reaches about 
9800 square metres. The Rocca was built during different 
periods and centuries, following the population and military 
events of Porto Ercole. This fortress has a unique wall shape 
leaning to the sea, and a remarkable draw-bridge, only way to 
get in the inside, that leads directly to the internal lodgings.



Santa Caterina Fortress
Santa Caterina Fortress was built in a 
special position, at the bottom of the hill 
of Monte Filippo, at the very jut leaning 
to the sea, for an important purpose: 
it allowed the one-level barrage fire, 
impossible from all the other fortresses 
and outposts. However, its main function 
was not the defensive one but it was used 
as a battery; it has moreover been used 
also as a hospital and here the famous 
Italian painter Michelangelo Merisi, aka 
Caravaggio, was taken when he was 
found dying on Cala Galera Beach. Like 
other fortresses, also Santa Caterina is 
empowered by a fencing-wall of notable 
thickness and by a draw-bridge. 

5.3 Towers and Fortresses

Filippo Fortress 
Built around the same time as Forte Stella 
and designed by the same architect, 
Giovanni Camerini, Filippo Fortress 
represents the regal past of Porto Ercole. 
In the second half of the last century, 
the fort was sold and subdivided into 
luxury apartments. Forte Fillipo looks 
more like a castle than a tower and its 
quadrangular shape is protected by a 
double wall, one wide and short, the 
other tall and reinforced. Some of the 
original walkway along this inner wall has 
been preserved and you can still see the 
tiny niches around the bastions that were 
used to store weapons and attack the 
enemy. On Forte Fillipo’s ‘door’, it’s really 

a round arch, is a large Stato dei Presidi 
coat of arms and some faded red detail 
work. The arch would have been sealed 
by a wooden drawbridge, but that, 
unsurprisingly didn’t last the centuries. 
This fort is admire from the outside only.



1
Stella Fortress
Forte Stella 1  may just be one of the 
many watchtowers built in Porto Ercole 
by the Spanish the 16th century, but it 
is, without a doubt, the most unique and 
beautiful. It’s also the only one open to 
visitors.
The fort is really two forts, one embracing 
the other 2 . As its name suggests, the 
inner fort is shaped like a six-pointed star 
with high walls and a sentry walk that 
protect a large open terrace below.
As if this protection wasn’t enough, the 
outer fort also has tall walls, which were 
once circled by deep ditches. The front 
door was once guarded by a wooden 
drawbridge and is today crowned by an 
archway with two large crests.
Forte Stella is open all year round and 
both its interior and exterior can be 
explored by visitors.
The fort is one of my favorite things to 
visit in the entire Maremma. Not only is 
the interior incredible to behold, but the 
view from here will leave you speechless. 
I usually visit just as dusk is setting in 
and it’s impossible not to get caught 

5.3 Towers and Fortresses

up in the romance of it all as you stand 
on the battlements looking out into the 
incredible countryside and out to sea.
During the summer months, the fort also 
hosts exhibits, lavish garden parties and 
other events. If you’re not sure how to 
get to Forte Stella, pop into the tourist 
information centre in Porto Ercole and 
they’ll give you directions.

OPENING HOURS

Until June 30th Saturday, Sunday and 
festivities:
10:30-12:30 and 16:00 -18:00

July 1st until August 31st:
Everyday 17:00-21:00

On September Saturday and Sunday:
10:30-12:30 and 18:00-20:00

22



5.4 Monte Argentario Coves



You can discover the little beaches along 
the coast and the wonderful bays of 
Monte Argentario spending a couple of 
hours or a half day on our dinghy driven 
by our staff, departing directly from our 
beach.

On the wild and unspoilt west coast of 
Monte Argentario, the beaches are much 
smaller and harder to get to, making 
them relatively uncrowded even in the 
high season of July and August. In fact 
some of these beaches can only be 
accessed by boat!

They are also quite diverse ranging from 
the beautiful sandy crescent of L’Acqua 
Dolce 1  which is next to the hotel, to 
the very pretty part sand and part stone 
beach at Le Cannelle 2 , with its romantic 
lookout tower and nearby Isola Rossa.
You will stop in front of Grotta Azzurra 
3 , don’t forget to take a picture of this 
fantastic place!

5.4 Monte Argentario Coves

PRICES

1 hour tour on our dinghy
€ 200,00

Half day (3 hours) tour on our dinghy
€ 500,00

Tyrrhenian Sea

Orbetello

Monte
Argentario

Porto Ercole

Porto Santo
Stefano

Riserva Naturale
Duna Feniglia

L’acqua Dolce

Riserva Naturale
Laguna di Orbetello

di Ponente

Le Cannelle

Isola Rossa
Grotta Azzurra

1

2

3



5.5 Giglio and Giannutri



Giglio
The unique characteristics of the sea 
make this island a true gem of the nature: 
Giglio beaches are famous for their 
crystal clear water. A particular attention 
goes to the sea beds of Giglio which are 
certainly amongst the most fascinating 
in Italy: you can admire underwater 
meadows, gently sloping walls of rock, 
canyons colored by gorgonie and sea 
sponges.

Best beaches are: 
1   Cannelle Beach 
2  Caldane Beach. The water here has a 
particular colour due to the golden sand.
3   Arenella Beach

5.5 Giglio and Giannutri
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Giglio
There are three main villages (which cover 
only 10% of the island): Giglio Porto, Giglio 
Castello and Giglio Campese.

1  Giglio Porto is little and picturesque, 
a very lively part of the island with its 
narrow streets, nice little shops, bars and 
restaurants with terraces over the sea 
famous for the typical fresh fish.
2  Giglio Castello is situated at the top of 
the island, 405 meters above the sea level. 
It’s formed by a fortified village, with an 
access gate and completely surrounded 
by large-built walls from which you can 
admire a very beautiful seascape. In the 
village nothing seems to have changed 
throughout the centuries: narrow streets, 
little places and the ancient church give 
the feeling to go back in time in an unreal 
atmosphere.
3  Giglio Campese is the most modern part 
of the island and it is currently a tourist 
village, located at the back of the large red 
ground beach. This beach is “defended” by 
the big rock at the southern end and by the 
“Medicea” Tower up north. 

5.5 Giglio and Giannutri

TIPS

Go for a tour with one of our charter 
boats!

Don’t miss the marvellous sunset you 
can admire from the beach of Giglio 
Campese.

WHERE TO EAT / GIGLIO

La Margherita Restaurant in Giglio Porto
Da Meino Restaurant in Giglio Porto
Da Santi in Giglio Castello

1

2

3



Giannutri
Shaped like a half moon 1 , the island 
of Giannutri will bedazzle you with its 
unique underwater world and the ruins of 
imposing Roman villas. The rough rocky 
coast of the most southern Tuscan island 
sinks only twice, to form accessible bays.
Three hills add value to the wild beauty 
of the protected limestone island. Even 
the Romans appreciated the mild climate 
of Giannutri and built a harbour on this 3 
kilometrs long island. Rich roman families 
built elaborate domiciles here 2 . Situated 
in a prominent position on the island, 
the remains of the marble tiled Villa dei 
Domizi Enobarbi can still be visited with 
an authorized guide. The area of this 
island has been declared a national park, 
divided into various protected zones. Don’t 
forget your snorkelling equipment! The 
waters around Giannutri are well known 
as a wonderful diving area 3 . Crystal 
clear water, diverse underwater fauna and 
flora, as well as various grottos will keep 
any diver happy. The Romans have also 
left their mark underwater, shipwrecks still 
lie in the waters surrounding the island.

5.5 Giglio and Giannutri
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6.
MAREMMA EXCURSIONS



6.1 Wineries, typical and natural products of Maremma



You are in Maremma , a region where 
ancient traditions have survived and 
Tuscan culture is preserved. 
If you are a wine lover you have to put 
your stay in Tuscany to use and spend a 
day in the most charming wineries of the 
area.
We have selected four wineries for 
you: Fattoria Le Mortelle and Tenuta di 
Monteverro.
Our driver can take you there with one of 
our Mercedes cars for a full immersion in 
the taste of Maremma.

Fattoria Le Mortelle 1

The latest born from the Antinori’s family, 
Le Mortelle opens to the public for tours 
and tastings. From the vineyard to the 
wine: the farm has been designed with the 
utmost respect for environment. The wine 
cellar, a symbol of organic architecture, 
promotes harmony between humans and 
environment. 
A structure designed to accompany the 
grapes from its genesis to the individual 
steps: fermentation, aging, and bottling, 

6.1 Wineries, typical and natural products of Maremma

1

2

3

in a “vertical” way 2 . It is possible to have 
a wine tasting either in the romantic VIP 
dining room in the lowest floor of the 
cave or upstairs, with a wonderful view of 
the vineyard.

Tenuta di Monteverro 3

(Capalbio – 30 minutes by car)
In the southern part of Maremma, at the 
foot of the village of Capalbio, lies Mon-
teverro, a small region renowned for its 
authenticity, tradition and its proximity to 
the sea. The idea of running the estate 
of Monteverro with the goal of building a 
winery, stems from an unbridled enthusi-
asm for outstanding wine. 
The result is nowadays some of the best 
and most exceptional wines in the world. 
It is thanks to the great exposure to the 
sun, to the sea breeze and the red clay 
soil with its large rocks that you can taste 
a great Chardonnay or Vermentino.



6.2 The City of Cosa 



Cosa was built as the first Roman colony 
in the Maremma in 273 BC. It is located 
in what is the modern day Ansedonia, 
a short distance from Orbetello and 
overlooking the Tyrrhenian Sea.

The Romans had a simple reason for 
building Cosa - it allowed them to control 
both the land and sea traffic that passed 
through Tuscany on its way to Rome. Of 
course the land wasn’t empty when the 
Romans took it. It has been ruled by 
the Etruscans of Vulci before they’d be 
resoundingly defeated by the Romans.
The Roman city was built between two 
hills. Politics was given its own hill with 
the Forum, while the other held the 

1

6.2 The City of Cosa 

Acropolis, where citizens went to worship 
the gods.
The massive walls 1  that surround the 
town show that, at least at the time of 
the foundation, the Romans weren’t 
convinced they’d completely subdued the 
local Etruscans, who were still hostile.
But in the end it wasn’t the Etruscans that 
destroyed Cosa.
The city was destroyed by pirates in 
70BC. A few people returned 50 years 
later, but the city never regained its 
former glory. In the Middle Ages, a 
community moved into Cosa, pottering 
around the area and building a garrison 
and a church with adjoining cemetery.

Today Cosa is incredible. Its ruins are 
more modest than what you’ll find 
in Rome, but still beautiful to behold 
and located in a gorgeous stretch of 
countryside, looking out to sea.
You are free to walk among these ruins. 
Explore the ancient villa in the Forum or 
the public baths and really soak up the 
history.

Tempio di Giove
The Temple of Jupiter was built in 273BC, 
making it the oldest building in this 
ancient Roman colony.

Foro Romano
Cosa’s meeting place, market place and 
the spot where its citizens overheard 
court cases and state decisions.

The City Wall
An incredible example of Roman military 
intelligence and just clever town planning.

Arx
Cosa’s arx on Via Sacra was the city’s 
place of worship. It looks out onto the 
sea and Orbetello in a very evocative 
location.

Open every day 
from 10:30 a.m. until 6:30 p.m.
Via delle Ginestre, 35
58015 – Orbetello (GR)
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6.3 Magliano

The town of Magliano is evocative, nestling between the silvery 
green of the olive groves and the old walls characterized by 
the warm color of the bricks. Many Etruscan necropolis have 
been found all dating back from the late VII century b. C. to the 
last quarter of the VI. It was a Roman colony (perhaps in 183 b. 
C.) by the name of Heba. During the Middle Ages it belonged 
to the Aldobrandeschi and later to the Republic of Siena.  
It became part of the Grand Duchy of Tuscany like all the other 
Maremma territories after Siena’s defeat in 1555.
The town walls of Magliano represent one of the most 
interesting and complete Medieval defence systems of the 
entire Maremma region. The walls reveal two different types of 
military architecture: the more ancient side is Aldobrandesco 
on the south-eastern side, with square plan towers (its 
construction ended in 1323) and the Sienese part, fifteenth 
century, on the western side, with six semicircular towers and 
bastions almost all with loopholes. Along the main street you 
will find Palazzo dei Priori (1425), while outside the town walls 
there’s the Romanesque church of Annunziata, born as an 
oratory to honour the Madonna del Latte.
Besides the historical aspect of the village it is also worth 
experiencing a typical Tuscan meal in the local “trattorias”, visit 
the craftsmen workshop or enjoying a wine or an oil tasting 
produced in the local area.

TIPS/RESTAURANTS

- Da Guido: via Roma, 18 - +39 0564/592447
- Antica Trattoria Aurora: Chiasso Lavagnini, 14
+39 0564/ 592030
- Da Sandra: Via Giuseppe Garibaldi, 20 - +39 0564/592196 

Magliano in Toscana is about 30 km from Il Pellicano Hotel.



6.4 Capalbio and the Tarot Garden



6.4 Capalbio and the Tarot Garden

TIPS

Don’t forget to try the famous Wild Boar
and Tortelli

WHERE TO EAT / CAPALBIO

Il Frantoio (via Renato Fucini, 3)
you can try local meat dishes. Lovely 
atmosphere and great staff.

Tullio (via Nuova 25, Capalbio)
you can try typical Maremma dishes. 
Enjoyable atmosphere.

E78

E80

A12

FIRENZE
Lucca

Prato

Arezzo
Livorno

Pisa

ROME

Grosseto

Piombino

Pistoia

Empoli

Siena Cortona

Orbetello
Capalbio

Montalcino

Pitigliano

Tuscan
Archipelago

E M I L I A
R O M A G N A

M A R C H E

T U S C A N Y

U M B R I A

L A Z I O

A1

Capraia
Island

Giglio
Island

Monte
Argentario

Giannutri
Island

Pianosa Island

Montecristo
Island

Elba
Island

Tyrrhenian Sea

Porto Ercole

Tarot Garden

Bolsena Lake

E80

BOLOGNA

Forlì        

Ravenna

Cesena Rimini

Pesaro

PERUGIA

Viterbo Rieti

Ladispoli

Ciampino
Fiumicino

Leonardo Da Vinci
Airport

La Spezia

Urbino

San Marino

Terni

Port of 
Civitavecchia

Tuscania

Tarquinia

Gubbio

Assisi

Foligno

Adriatic Sea



After lunch you can visit the Tarot Garden 
2  3  It is 5 Km from Capalbio. 
Between 1979 and 1996, the French 
artist Niki De Saint Phalle created a work 
that can be considered as the supreme 
achievement of her artistic career, in the 
heart of the Maremma region of Tuscany. 
It consists of a series of huge sculptures, 
between twelve and fifteen metres in 
height, depicting the twenty-two Greater 
Arcana featured in the original pack 
of tarot cards. The inspiration for this 
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Capalbio 1  is a Medieval village, 30 min-
utes from Il Pellicano by car. It is located on a 
hill surrounded by lush Mediterranean veg-
etation on the farthest point of the Tuscan 
Maremma, immersed in an important natu-
ral environment. The historic center with its 
crenulated profile attracts attention from 
far away and is still surrounded by a double 
wall with walkways on different levels which 
today may still be walked upon. The village 
is dominated by the massive Aldobrandesca 
Fortress at its highest point.

1

esoteric garden was undoubtedly the 
beautiful Güell Park designed by Antoni 
Gaudì in Barcelona, since there are 
various clear analogies between Niki 
De Saint Phalle’s work and that of the 
Spanish artist, not only in the choice of 
materials used but also because of the 
extremely symbolic nature of both.

Open every day 
from 2:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.

3.4 Capalbio and the Tarot Garden
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6.5 Pitigliano and surroundings

SERVICES
Our driver will be at your disposal the whole day with our 
Mercedes Sedan car (or similar). We can also organize guided 
tours of the area. Please ask our Guest Relations team for more 
information.

TIPS / PITIGLIANO
In Pitigliano there are many shops which sell typical products of 
the area. Don’t forget to buy the “Sfratto Pitiglianese” a Jewish 
cake made with honey and nuts.

Hostaria del Ceccottino (Piazza san Gregorio VII, Pitigliano - 
under the bell tower of “Little Jerusalem”)

 Il Tufo Allegro  (Vicolo della Costituzione)

TIPS / SOVANA
Sassotondo Winery www.sassotondo.it

TIPS / SORANO AND SATURNIA
Thermal Complex in Saturnia www.termedisaturnia.it

Sovana

Saturnia

Saturnia
�ermal Complex

SoranoT U S C A N Y

L A Z I O

Pitigliano



6.5 Pitigliano and surroundings

3

A very interesting excursion is the visit of 
the famous tufa cities, Pitigliano, Sovana 
and Sorano, just 50 minutes from Il Pelli-
cano by car. 
The first stage will be Pitigliano 1 , 
characteristic Etruscan and Medieval vil-
lage, which rises along the crest of a tuf-
faceous promontory of a wild beauty; its 
houses seem to grow directly from the tufa. 
Pitigliano seems to have stepped out of a 
fairytale. The village is also known as “the 
little Jerusalem” because of its settlement 
of a thriving Jewish Community: testimo-
ny of this glorious past is the Synagogue 
and the museum of the Little Jerusalem. 
The Etruscan presence can be traced on 

1 2

the “Vie Cave system” 2  a system of deep 
trenches adorned with carved inscrip-
tions, which linked religious sites and a 
necropolis.

Not far is Sovana, authentic jewel of 
the Fiora hills, where time seems to 
be unreal. Sovana is the main entrance 
of the “archeological park of the tufa 
city” where we can find the famous Ilde-
branda Tomb 3  which, together with dif-
ferent typologies of tombs, make Sovana 
a unique place with a high concentration 
of Etruscan relieves. This area is also fa-
mous for the production of wine. The tufa 
rock gives a particular flavour to the wine. 

Near Sovana there is a very nice winery 
called Sassotondo where we can organ-
ize wine tastings. Sassotondo has an old 
cellar completely dug into the ground in 
a “tufo” cliff on the farmland. The barrels 
are placed in the last room, separated 
from the rest of the cellar by a long cor-
ridor, 14 meters below the ground and 30 
from the entrance door ,enjoying the ideal 
conditions of humidity and temperature 
provided by the natural underground en-
vironment. The vineyards today total 10 
hectares about 8 of which are red varie-
ties (at the present mostly ciliegiolo, san-
giovese and merlot), and two are white 
ones (trebbiano, greco, sauvignon).



Only a few minutes away, you can reach 
Sorano 1  with its alleys, its archaeological 
areas (very suggestive agglomerate of 
Vitozza, rocks and grottoes dwelt since 
medieval time until the begin of the 20th 
Century) and the monumental complex 
of the Orsini Fortress.

Not far from the tufa towns there is 
Saturnia 2  3 , known throughout the 
world for its natural spring waters.
In fact, near the Medieval town, the 
copious sulphuric water (800 litres a 
second) gushes out at 37° and gives 
spontaneous life to a suggestive 
waterfall which forms a series of natural 
pools, carved in the rock in which 
every year thousands of people bathe;  
Saturnia today is a town which, while 
maintaining its historical aspect, has 
given life to a very active tourism, thanks 
to the thermal complex and the many 
structures which have developed around 
it. 

6.5 Pitigliano and surroundings
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6.6 Montalcino



A very interesting excursion for wine lov-
ers is the visit of Montalcino area, famous 
all over the world for the Brunello wine 1  
Montalcino is just 1 hour and 30 minutes 
from Il Pellicano by car. Our English speak-
ing driver will be at your disposal the whole 
day with our comfortable Mercedes sedan 
car (or similar) to show you the most charm-
ing places. Along the way you will admire 
a wonderful hilly landscape, expanses of 
vineyards everywhere. South of Siena in 
the isolated and steep countryside, sits the 
walled town of Montalcino. The centre of 
this small town is exemplary of the architec-
ture of the late Middle Ages. You have to 
visit the imposing fortress, the duomo and 
take a walk in the typical narrow streets. 

1

6.6 Montalcino

WINERIES

We suggest visiting a few wineries 
where you can taste the various types of 
Brunello.

Le Potazzine

Poggio di Sotto (ColleMassari)

WHERE TO EAT

Il Leccio (in Sant’Angelo in Colle, 2 Km 
from Montalcino)

Poggio Antico (località Poggio Antico)

Trattoria Al Baccanale (Via G. Matteotti, 
Montalcino)
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7.
BOATS DAILY RENTALS



7.2 Mako 251

Length
7,30 mt.

Beam
2,30 mt.

Engines
2 x 140 Johnson FB

Speed
28/36 knts

Guests on board
8

Consumption
60 lt/h

1 crew

CHARACTERISTICS PRICES

Daily Rate*
€ 520,00

* included in the price: 
charter fee, crew, 
insurance, cleaning. 

not included in the 
price: 22% vat, fuel 
consumption, food & 
drinks for the guests and 
the crew, berth place out 
the port of Cala Galera.

7.1 Cayman 60 Ht - Sandpiper

	  

Length 19,87 mt
Beam 5,06 mt
Engines
2 X 1200 MAN
Speed
28 knts (cruising)
Consumption
350 lt/h
Amenities
Three cabins (owner, 
VIP and twin), three 
bathrooms (for 
weekly charter, guest 
cabins becomes two 
because the hostess 
sleeps in a twin one). 

Separated crew cab-
in. Autopilot, Tv lcd 
and Sky, GPS, ECO, 
VHF, Sundeck cush-
ions, Stern bimini top, 
Boiler, gangway, ten-
der 3 Mt + outboard 
20 hp, tender lift plat-
form. Air conditioning, 
water maker 100/h.
Guests on board
Guests cruising: 10 
Guests sleeping: 4
Crew
Captain, Hostess

CHARACTERISTICS PRICES

Daily Charter*
€ 3.000,00

* Price does not include: 
fuel consumption, food 
and beverages, mooring 
in other ports, extra and 
harbor taxes if due.

HOME PORT:
Cala Galera



7.3 Tornado 38 Classic - “Kruss”

CHARACTERISTICS PRICES

Daily Rate*
€ 1.250,00

* included in the price: 
charter fee, crew, insur-
ance, cleaning. 

not included in the price: 
22% vat, fuel consump-
tion, food & drinks for the 
guests and the crew, berth 
place out the port of Cala 
Galera.

Length
11,40 mt.

Beam
3,86 mt.

Engines
2x240 AIFO

Amenities
Sunbathing Dinette
1 Cabin
1 Bathroom

Speed
20 knts

Guests on board
9

Consumption
100 lt/h

1 crew

7.4 Magnum Marine 38 “Ranger”

CHARACTERISTICS PRICES

Daily Rate*
€ 1.250,00

* included in the price: 
charter fee, crew, insur-
ance, cleaning. 

not included in the price: 
22% vat, fuel consump-
tion, food & drinks for the 
guests and the crew, berth 
place out the port of Por-
to Ercole.

Length
11,52 mt.

Beam
3,73 mt.

Engines
2x370 CUMMINS TD

Amenities
Sunbathing Dinette
1 Cabin
1 Bathroom
Speed

30 knts

Guests on board
8

Consumption
100 lt/h

1 crew



7.5 Morgan 44 “Pangea”

CHARACTERISTICS PRICES

Daily Rate*
€ 1.650,00

* included in the price: 
charter fee, crew, insur-
ance, cleaning. 

not included in the price: 
22% vat, fuel consump-
tion, food & drinks for the 
guests and the crew, berth 
place out the port of Cala 
Galera.

Length
13,50 mt.

Beam
3,95 mt.

Engines
2x440 YANMAR

Amenities
Sunbathing Dinette
2 Cabin
1 Bathroom

Speed
33/38 knts

Consumption
130 lt/h

Guests on board
9

Crew
1

7.6 Airon Marine 388

CHARACTERISTICS PRICES

Daily Rate*
€ 1.800,00

* included in the price: 
charter fee, crew, 
insurance, cleaning.

not included in the 
price: 22% vat, fuel 
consumption, food & 
drinks, berth place out the 
port of Cala Galera.

Length
11,23 mt.

Beam
3,75 mt.

Engines
2 x 310
VOLVO PENTA D6

Speed
22 knts

Interior
Dinette,
2 cabins,
1 bathroom

Guests on board
10

Crew
1

Consumption
150 lt/h



7.7 Noah 29

CHARACTERISTICS PRICES

Daily Rate*
 € 950,00

* Price does not 
include: VAT 22%, fuel 
consumption, food and 
beverages.

Length 9,40 mt

Beam 3,30 mt

Engines
2 X 220 CV

Speed
50 knts

Consumption
50 lt/h to 26 knts 

Guests on board
20

1 Crew

7.8 Cantieri di Pisa “Quadrifoglio”

CHARACTERISTICS PRICES

Daily Rate*
€ 4.000,00

* included in the price: 
charter fee, crew, insur-
ance, cleaning

not included in the price: 
22% VAT, TAX FREE fuel 
consumption, food & 
drinks, berth place out of 
the port of Cala Galera

Length
23,10 mt.

Beam
5,5 mt.

Engines
2x1000 MTU

Amenities
4 cabins
4 bathrooms
Hall
Interior: big saloon, 
3 cabins with
bathroom

Consumption
350 lt/h

Guests on board
12



7.9 Sarnico 58

CHARACTERISTICS PRICES

Daily Rate*
 € 2.800,00

* Price does not 
include: VAT 22%, fuel 
consumption, food and 
beverages.

Length 17,35 mt

Beam 4,35 mt

Engines
2 X MAN 820 HP

Speed
35 knts

Consumption
300 lt/h
 
Cabins: 4
with 4 bathrooms

Guests on board
12

Crew: +1


